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DISAPPOINTMENT            
~ AND HOW TO DEAL WITH IT  ~ 

  NELLORE ~ INDIA

World Harvest presents …

FIRST TOTALLY BLIND WOMAN HEALED IN NELLORE CAMPAIGN 

HUGE SET UP, FREAK RAINSTORMS AND A FIELD OF MUD & WATER 

DISAPPOINTMENTS — dashed 
expectations — something we all 
face at times in life and there are no 
exceptions — but did you know the 
Bible offers us a clear way to deal 
with disappointment — we shall 
explore this vital truth in a moment 
but first the challenges and victories 
experienced in NELLORE.


To get straight to the point — freak 
rainstorms are very detrimental to 
mass outdoor campaigns as many 
days of pouring rain turn dry open 
grounds into deep water and thick 
mud and greatly hinder huge crowds 
from coming — but as we shall see, 
not even pouring rain nor a field full 
of mud could stop God from 
blessing those hungry enough to 
come — as marvellous miracles of 
healing still took place — and deaf, 
blind and lame were instantly healed!


This dear excited woman in the 
picture was a prime example — led 
to the campaign totally blind in both 
eyes — she had seen nothing but 
black for the last year — but God 
instantly opened her blind eyes — 
and what joy she experienced as she 
touched noses, counted fingers and 
chased a handkerchief until she 
caught it — so despite the freak 
heavy rains God was still present in 
dramatic saving healing power!


Just one of many wonderful miracles 
in Nellore — nevertheless, dismay  
weighed heavily upon me — but the 
Lord would turn my disappointment 
into wonderful victory for many!



There are some who may discreetly choose not to report their 
setbacks to supporters but I prefer to be candid about such 
things — besides — there are more valuable lessons to learn 
from challenges than there are from easy victories! As my 
highly influential friend in Malaysia, Pastor Wilson Ng, often 
states — I always like to know what challenges and difficulties 
people go through rather than just their victories because it is 
the challenges and how they deal with disappointments in life 
that are the true building blocks of a person’s character and 
can turn them into people God can greatly use — and now I 
have yet one more disappointment to relate! 


As many of you know, following the just-completed highly 
successful outdoor campaigns in the PHILIPPINES and in 
MIZORAM — the Nellore INDIA campaign was set to be our 
biggest overseas campaign of this latest missions trip — and 
the biggest of this year — as well as the most costly! 


Everything was set and ready to go — special government 
approvals, city centre cricket grounds, massive stage, lighting 
and sound, plenty of advertising, transportation to bring 
multitudes of poor people from all the surrounding villages and 
regions — and then like an attack straight out of hell the 
weather suddenly changed and the rains poured down — in 
fact the freak rains poured so hard that most of the hired 
vehicles already in the process of bringing people from the 
outlying areas were met with flooded out roads and torrential 
rain so heavy they were left with no choice but to turn back. 


Even our coordinator did not pick us up until almost 9:00 at 
night to take us to the grounds just as the rain was beginning 
to let up the first night — and we drove through the continuing 
drizzle into a field of solid mud — where 2,000 chairs were set 
out on the middle of the grounds over 100 metres away in front 
of the stage special for early comers and the sick and feeble — 
and much to my surprise in such a downpour there were still 
hundreds of people there waiting — but certainly not the tens 
of thousands we had expected — so I preached and the 
crowd carefully picked their way through the deep water and 
mud to the altar — and despite the little crowd God graciously 
did some wonderful miracles including healing lame arms, deaf 
ears and numerous other afflictions. 


All through the second day and night it poured even harder — 
and when we drove in through the ever-deepening mud that 
night the huge bank of chairs were all empty and just a little 
over 50 people were huddled under one of the big fancy 
canopies to either side of the drenched stage with all the 
expensive PA equipment heavily tarped — NOW I WAS 
REALLY DISAPPOINTED and to be honest I felt like just 
catching a plane home early for Christmas as it seemed like 
this campaign was totally destroyed — but there were still over 
50 souls there so I told them that “come hell or high-water” — 
or even enough rain to float Noah’s Ark again — I am 
preaching on these grounds tomorrow night.


Realizing that some of the little handful present probably 
needed serious miracles I started laying hands on them — and 
they immediately pushed a woman forward who had been led 
to the grounds totally blind — what to do — there had been no 
message preached to build faith — and my soul felt drained 
out and weighed down with distress — but I still had an Ace

Both arms semi-paralyzed and constant 
needles from doctor — now working perfect 

Back & Kidneys instantly healed — saved and 
set free and thanking Prabhu Lord Jesus

Paralyzed arm set free and working perfectly 
well — what joy filled her heart — 1st night



up my sleeve — the believer’s most powerful and ever-
present weapon — the mighty Name of JESUS just the same 
as Peter had at the Temple Gate Beautiful — and even though 
I couldn’t feel God’s holy presence nor sense His tangible 
anointing, I knew He would “…never leave or forsake me” — 
nor would He allow me to be “…put to shame!” 

And true to His Infallible Promises — moments later that 
precious totally blind lady who had been led through the day’s 
heavy rains and then huddled for hours in her black world 
under one of the big fancy blue and white canopies to the 
sides of the stage received instant clear sight in both eyes — 
and she and her friends were grinning with praise to God for 
her wonderful miracle — but that was not the only miracle to 
take place as the Lord did a powerful and much needed 
miracle in my heart as well — and this “Messenger Boy” went 
home that night rejoicing in God — filled with fresh 
anticipation and expectancy bubbling up again in my spirit 
for surely this marvellous Jesus who could so easily pop open 
totally blind eyes would redeem and salvage this huge 
campaign!


After all,  it’s not like I am a rookie at this business — how 
many times around the world have I been privileged to see 
God turn absolutely hopeless situations around — either 
torrential rains miraculously stopped — even many times with 
rain pouring on all four sides of the campaign grounds and yet 
not a drop falling on the grounds or crowd — or other times 
when despite the freak outpouring of rain most of the people 
stayed and the Lord did mighty and marvellous wonders in the 
pouring rain — so once again my expectancy level was 
burning hot with high octane!


Nevertheless, Sunday rolled around with even more dark 
thundering skies and pouring rain that turned into yet another 
all day deluge — what was going on with this crazy weather 
— it was supposed to be dry season — and unlike so many 
other times, even earnest prayer did not seem to stop it! 


Finally that night, again at about 9:00, the rains subsided — 
but the huge crowds we had expected had obviously been 
greatly deterred and decided to stay home in their warm dry 
shelters — but as promised, I preached to those who had 
gathered — and this night they rushed forward through the 
ever-deepening mud and water to accept Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Saviour — and then many more wonderful miracles of 
healing took place — clearly indicating yet again that one of 
the most critical elements to producing genuine miracles is not 
necessarily big crowds so much as it is real heart hunger! 


BUT WHY, WHY WHY — the questions pounded in my head 
— even in the midst of such wonderful miracles — why had 
the majority of the campaign been washed away by the rains 
— why especially when this was to be our last major campaign 
of the year — a time when all evangelists and preachers really 
want to produce their best results to cap off the year — and 
yet the bulk of this last big campaign had been rained out. 


I could easily drown myself in such questions — why Lord 
— why this time when I have seen you hold back the rains so 
many times — why when there were so many more people


This dear Muslim man relates how the Hand of 
Jesus reached down and touched him out in 
the crowd and led him forward to the altar — 

and then the same Hand of Jesus touched him 
again as he prayed — now publicly testifying 

he will serve Jesus only from now on! 

Unable to speak a single word for the last 
three months — now loudly praising Jesus

Legs, hands and knees instantly healed plus 
she gave her heart to Jesus



who desperately needed God’s touch and to come to Christ — 
but such questions are to no avail — if we had missed it 
somewhere naturally we would quickly repent but I didn’t know 
of any sin or failure on my part that could be a reason why — 
and if we were supposed to learn something through the 
process as some of Job’s miserable comforters love to preach, 
we would surely make the appropriate changes — but one 
thing is for sure — it would do no good to simply wallow in 
despair, to get mired down in a pity party or to sing the blues — 
and certainly no good to be so foolish as to start blaming God 
— in any situation like this there is only one thing to do — rise 
up and keep trusting and running hard for Jesus — and that 
is all any of us can do when we face bitter disappointments! 


Furthermore, I don’t know a single major evangelist who has 
not faced the same kind of disappointments and even far 
greater — it simply seems to be part of the package when one 
launches into spiritual battle against the strongholds of 
darkness over entire regions of the world — it’s not a cake walk 
— expect a real battle — and even if we lose the odd skirmish 
we have read the end of the Book — and we know we win! 


Consider Reinhard Bonnke — indisputably the most effective 
evangelist of the last 40 years — a true General of the Faith 
— a man for whom I hold the utmost of respect and with whom 
I was privileged to enjoy a great time of one-on-one fellowship 
with in Africa as we engaged in lengthy discussion about God, 
miracles and ministries to reach the lost followed by a 
wonderful time together of heavily anointed prayer — and who 
just this week slipped out of this world to His eternal reward in 
Glory at the age of 79 while we were away on this latest 
missions trip! 


Remember 1984 when Bonnke first started his major outreach 
to Africa and the massive expense to build his huge $5 Million 
dollar tent — no sooner up than it was totally destroyed by a 
freak wind storm that ripped it to shreds — and the shamans, 
witchdoctors and devil worshippers of South Africa gloated as 
they claimed victory over the God of the Universe — and many 
of the old mainline churches who had opposed his work, saying 
who does this evangelist think he is, rejoiced at the setback 
right alongside the devil worshippers — there can be little 
doubt he felt bitter disappointment over that immense loss!


But God turned the situation around and Bonnke was soon 
preaching to far bigger crowds than the tent could have ever 
held — and eventually preaching, especially over the last 
decade or two, to the biggest evangelistic gatherings ever held 
in Africa or anywhere in the world — especially in Nigeria — 
where millions were in attendance in numbers of cities resulting 
overall to more than 75 million souls won to Christ through his 
ministry — but if he would have allowed himself to wallow in 
despair over any of his early setbacks — or have accepted 
defeat and gone back to playing his accordion on the street 
corners of Johannesburg as some of his critics suggested, it 
would have kept him from fulfilling his God-given destiny! 


Or how about the time Bonnke is said to have spent two 
million USD dollars to hold a massive nation shaking campaign 
in Indonesia — and then just hours before the campaign was 
to commence the government cancelled the permit — not a 
single message preached but $2 million gone up in smoke —


or as several pastors told me in the Philippines 
where he spent almost half a million dollars to hold 
a massive campaign in Cebu City and only 7,000 
people showed up on the largest night of the 
crusade — any and all of such bitter experiences 
would be truly disappointing — and yet those are 
the types of battles most evangelists occasionally 
go through — for the devil may let people “play 
church” but he certainly doesn’t like those who are 
serious about winning the lost!


And let’s not forget — we are all called to this 
same spiritual battle for souls and the adversary 
will do anything and everything he can to try to 
stop the spread of God’s Eternal Word — but 
most people never think of these battles — 
they only talk of the great victories! 


Bollywood actor rejoices                                
with freshly saved and healed Muslim

And a big hug of deep appreciation to the 
Messenger Boy who brought the Good News



Now let’s get to the heart of this topic of disappointment 
and how to overcome — for it is crucial to our Christian 
growth and imperative to our ability to walk in continual 
victory regardless of circumstances!


As already stated, we all suffer disappointment at times 
— one need only think of those who have experienced 
failed relationships, failed businesses, friends that stabbed 
them in the back, unfaithful partners, family breakups, 
wayward children, jobs or well deserved promotions they 
didn’t get, bankruptcies, untold losses, sickness they can’t 
seem to shake, the early demise of loved ones — this world 
is full of disappointments, broken hearts and shattered 
dreams — and they don’t just happen to the unsaved! 


Add to the list those whose lives have been almost 
destroyed through malicious slander and outright lies — 
those falsely maligned by biased media, agenda driven 
reporters and fake news — I know that one far too well — 
or those who have suffered persecution without just cause 
— or even those pastors who have faithfully laboured and


But here is the key question — did Bonnke allow any of 
these setbacks to stifle his zeal — on the contrary, they no 
doubt served as greater catalysts to press in deeper with 
God and to run harder than ever for Jesus — for Bonnke 
was a man with a true Heaven-Sent burden to reach the 
lost — as we all should have — and the occasional 
disappointment or failure is neither a sign of lack of faith nor 
a sign that one necessarily missed the leading of the Lord!


Disappointments are unfortunately a very real part of this 
life — and those who learn even in the midst of setbacks 
how to deal with them and keep loving God with all their 
hearts and believing for better things to come are the true 
over-comers — a status and position made readily available 
to all of us — for we can all “…overcome through the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony and love 
not our lives unto the death!” Revelations 12:11 

So how does God expect you and I to deal with 
disappointments — the same way Reinhard did — simply 
pick up and keep charging forward in Jesus Name — and 
all God’s people need to learn to do this in the midst of 
whatever adversity or disappointment is thrown at them! 


But it is not that simple to do — there are several integral 
principles we need to develop in our spirits — and one very 
basic but powerful concept we need to realize — 
Circumstances Will Always Change but GOD NEVER 
CHANGES — and GOD NEVER DISAPPOINTS! 

7 KEYS TO 
OVERCOMING 

DISAPPOINTMENT 

Totally blind in both eyes for over one year — 
touching noses to show her miracle

Same totally blind lady now readily counting 
fingers with fresh clear sight in both eyes 

Joy all around as blind eyes open despite the 
pouring rain and tiny 2nd night crowd

Paralyzed in arm, leg and hand — now  
everything working good and happy in Christ 



prayed for years but despite all their struggles have still not 
broken through the 50 or 100 member barrier — the list 
could go on and on with thousands of examples — and this 
life is unfortunately filled with such inequalities, injustices 
and disappointments — not only amongst the worldly and 
unsaved but also in the Christian community!


I am not going to fall into the category of those who are 
“dream killers” or who side with “fatalism” and teach that 
bad things must come with good things and we need to 
expect the bad — that smacks of religious and philosophical 
nonsense and is totally contrary to faith — nevertheless we 
must be realistic enough to concede that everyone in this 
life has faced bitter disappointments and will probably 
face more — so how as a Christian are we to deal with them!


Here are seven key points the Lord quickened to my heart to 
remember as guide stones and examples in the midst of 
adversity and potentially disappointing circumstances! 


ONE — WE HAVE AN ENEMY  

Like almost everything in the Christian life, we must realize 
our disappointments do not come from the Lord — no more 
than sickness and disease comes from God — but we do 
have a very real enemy who “…came to steal, kill and 
destroy” John 10:10 — and may I add, to create bitter 
disappointments which he then uses to make people blame 
God for their problems with the hope they will turn away 
from the goodness of the Lord — but he is “…a liar and the 
father of lies!” John 8:44  So first and foremost, don’t buy 
into the devil’s lies!  

“For the scripture says, Whosoever believes on Him  
(Jesus) shall not be ashamed!” Romans 10:11 KJV  The 
Greek word used here for ashamed is “kataiscunw” which 
according to Strongs Concordance means “put to the blush, 
dishonoured, disgraced or made ashamed” — but numerous 
more modern translations end this verse with the words “…
will not be disappointed!” Either way, the point should be 
clear — God will never shame you nor will He disappoint 
you!


There are many scriptures to this effect — and even in our 
moments of disappointment we do well to remember this 
wonderful Promise of God — “For I know the plans I have 
for you,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not 
for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.”   Jeremiah 
29:11 

And certainly we should never blame God when things go 
wrong — as Asaph said, “Whom have I in heaven but you? 
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you.” 
Psalm 73:25

Or as the disciple Peter said when many of Christ’s followers 
were turning away and Jesus asked the disciples if they 
would turn back as well — “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You (and only You) have the words of eternal life.”     
John 6:68

Stroke down one side and a knee like sponge — 
couldn’t walk at all but now trotting freely 

Saved and healed of a stroke down one side — 
rejoicing in the love and power of Jesus

Saved and demonstrating the fresh strength in  
his paralyzed hand — thank you Jesus

Happy daddy — saved by Jesus and totally 
healed of intense back and spine problem 



Never forget that truth — no matter how much the enemy 
presses you or what disappointments he tries to throw in your 
path — never turn back — God is not the problem — He is  a 
good God and He is on your side — He loves you and HE 
HAS A DIVINE AND PERFECT PLAN FOR YOUR LIFE!

TWO — THE PERSEVERANCE OF JOB 

There are really only two natural sources of disappointment  
— unrealistic expectations of people and unrealistic 
expectations concerning our circumstances — as is readily 
apparent by the simplest dictionary definition of 
disappointment which is “sadness or displeasure caused by 
the nonfulfillment of one's hopes or expectations.” 

Little wonder then that the Bible admonishes us to consider 
Job — “You have heard of the perseverance of JOB and 
seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very 
compassionate and merciful.” James 5:11 

We should all remember from scripture that Job was the 
richest man in the land in his day — and the Bible says he 
was also a very righteous or God-fearing man — but despite 
the fact he was God’s chosen man, when the devil struck 
him he still lost every material thing he possessed including 
the loss of his family — and then to add insult to injury he 
was stricken by the devil with sore boils all over his body — 
and it was surely the devil and not God who struck him with 
boils — read Job 2:7 — and Job was left sitting in agony in a 
heap of ashes scraping his festering body with a broken 
piece of pottery — and his only consolation was a bunch of 
miserable comforters for friends who did nothing more than 
hurl accusations and blame at him — so if anybody ever had 
cause to feel discouraged or disappointed it must have been 
Job!


But where did his disappointment come from — first from his 
circumstances which he had no control over and were very 
ugly to say the least — money, family and health all gone — 
making his condition far worse than almost anything you and 
I have ever gone through — and secondly from people — his 
useless self-righteous so-called friends who offered no 
comfort except to blame and condemn him as though he 
was the cause of his own pitiful condition — and they 
foolishly blamed the Living God as though God was some 
kind of tyrant tormenting or punishing him for some 
unknown sin — unfortunately we all know too many people 
including many Christian leaders who still do the same thing!  

But through it all Job remained faithful to God — even when 
his “foolish” wife (which Hebrew word also means “wicked, 
vile and stupid”) told him to “Curse God and Die” — but 
Job chose to serve and bless God even in the things he did 
not understand — and he “persevered” or endured the 
continual berating for the next 39 chapters — all the way 
through to the 42nd chapter where Job suddenly receives a 
fresh revelation of the holiness of God — and “the Lord 
turned the captivity of Job” and “the Lord gave Job twice 
as much as he had before” — blessing him with double of 
all he formerly possessed — and further blessed him with


Disappointed — but determined to preach the 
Gospel come hell or high water 

1st night — massive grounds ready for the crowd 
— but hardly any people due to pouring rain

1st night — the few hundred brave souls who 
came despite the all day deluge

2nd night — not a soul in the 2000 chairs for 
 early comers and the field is like a lake of mud



seven new sons and three new daughters who were the 
fairest and “most beautiful in all the land” — and “Job lived 
one hundred and forty years, and saw his children and 
grandchildren for four generations.” Job 42:16 

Thus the ending of this terrible tale of trials is quite glorious 
— but one can only imagine the bitter but temporary 
disappointments of this old Patriarch of the Faith — in such 
horrible plight and brokenness of heart and all his natural 
contemporaries could do was to heap condemnation upon 
him — but “the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out 
of temptations, and to reserve the unjust to the day of 
judgment to be punished.” 2 Peter 2:9 

So if you think you qualify as another “Suffering Job” — stay 
faithful to God and watch the Lord work — for the day is 
coming when the Lord will turn the tables on the devil in 
your life, rebuke the devourer and pour out His blessing — 
and for those who choose to criticize such positive 
proclamation of God’s Word — even if full deliverance and 
the glorious breakthrough desired does not fully manifest in 
this life — know this — “Blessed is the man who 
perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, 
he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has 
promised to those who love Him.” James 1:12 

So what’s the lesson from Job — persevere — stay true to 
the Lord — keep loving and serving God even in the midst 
of trials and disappointments — for the Lord is faithful to 
deliver and to bless — both now and for eternity!  

THREE — THE TRIALS OF JOSEPH 

Now let’s take a moment to consider the trials and 
disappointments faced by the Patriarch Joseph — and there 
were plenty of them! 


After receiving a dream from God where he saw the sun and 
moon and the stars bow down, this second youngest son of 
Jacob was led to believe he was God’s chosen (which he 
obviously was) — but he was betrayed by his jealous 
brothers — beaten and left for dead — captured and served 
as a slave — had to run from Potiphar’s wife when she tried 
to seduce him — then unjustly imprisoned on trumped up 
charges which he was not guilty of — and then when 
deliverance seemed imminent even the one he helped get 
delivered from prison through another dream from God 
forgot about him and left him in prison — so did Joseph 
have cause to be disappointed — plenty — in fact he faced 
disappointment after disappointment — but through it all he 
remained faithful to God and THE LORD DELIVERED HIM 
— just as surely as He will deliver you and me.


Follow the story and we see Joseph was miraculously set 
free and then quickly promoted to second in command in all 
of Egypt right next to Pharaoh himself — which in the 
providence of God placed him in position to deliver his entire 
family from famine and to save all of Israel from imminent 
death and destruction. 


In simple terms, God had a plan all along and despite the

2nd night — no message — but prayer for the 
sick under the shelter & totally blind healed

3rd night — altar call for salvation — doing our 
best to salvage what we can of the campaign

3rd night — small crowd in the all day rain but 
the ones who came were hungry for God

2nd night — like drowned out rats — a little over 
50 people huddled under one of the canopies



fact the enemy of our soul may do his utmost to foil the plan 
of God and frustrate the saints — the Lord shall bring His 
Plan to pass — and the temporary setbacks and occasional 
disappointments we may face along the way — no matter 
how bitter such failed expectations may seem at the time — 
will disappear when that plan fully unfolds!


Thus we find in the story of Joseph a true example of Romans 
8:28 in action where Paul declared, “And we know that all 
things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose.”  

For many years this has been one of my favourite scriptures 
— not from some misguided fatalistic perspective — but 
rather as a guide stone to my life — and never never never do 
I blame God for the negative things that happen to me — but 
rather I choose to praise God in the midst of the storm 
knowing that regardless what or where the source of problem 
lies it is certainly not with God — and what great 
encouragement and bolstered faith lies in that truth — even in 
the midst of disappointment — for if God is not the source of 
the problem then God is surely the source of the solution — 
which means I can boldly pray, Whatever good you want to 
bring from this trial — LORD, LET IT BE DONE in accordance 
with Your will and plan!  


I realize that statement may fly in the face of some overly 
zealous faith teachers who believe the solution to every 
problem is to simply throw scriptures at it — but God stated 
very clearly — “ALL THINGS” — not just the things you like 
— work together for good to those who love Him and are 
CALLED ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE! 


FOUR — THE DISAPPOINTMENTS OF JESUS 

Now we come to the Master Himself — and I am sure it may 
be hard for some to conceive that even Jesus who was none 
other than God in the flesh could feel disappointment — but I 
believe He whom the Bible declares is “…touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities” and He who was “…in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” Hebrews 4:15 — 
did on many occasions experience deep disappointment!


One need only think of such events as when his own family 
would not believe Him — or how He couldn’t do any mighty 
miracles in his home town due to their unbelief — or being 
vehemently denied by Peter who was one of His closest 
disciples and part of the Inner Circle — not to mention being 
rejected by the very people He came to save — and then 
being crucified by them as they chose a wicked rebel 
murderer to be freed instead of the INNOCENT ONE — but 
THROUGH IT ALL Christ remained faithful to the plan of God 
and endured the Cross, DESPISING THE SHAME — so that 
the end result would be an open heaven and free salvation to 
all who will believe!


Think about it — that would surely be disappointment 
magnified a thousand-fold — of course we know it was all 
part of the Eternal Plan of God — but still heart-wrenching to 
the inner core of His entire Holy Being — so I always remind 
myself that if even our blessed Lord had to face times of such 
disappointment — who am I — or who are we — to think we 

3rd night — wishing there were many more but 
thankful for everyone that received Christ

3rd night — Brandon rapping his heart out for the 
Lord despite the drowned out crowd

3rd night — Indian tradition of candles and cakes 
to celebrate — I would prefer good weather



will never experience situations that fail to reach our full 
expectation! 


And to dwell on our setbacks or to feed on our 
disappointments rather than the promises of God will only 
serve to make us sick — and even worse — they could make 
us bitter!  As scripture states — “Hope deferred makes the 
heart sick” — but don’t stop there — read the rest of the 
verse — “But when the desire is fulfilled, it is a tree of 
life.” Proverbs 13:12 

Notice God said — WHEN the desire comes — NOT IF — 
the desire will come if the desire was truly born of God for if 
it was truly born of God’s Will then we find solid assurance in 
the Word of God that it shall come to pass — as the Apostle 
John stated, “Now this is the CONFIDENCE that we have 
in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He 
hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we 
ask, we KNOW that we have the petitions that we have 
asked of Him.” 1 John 5:14-15 

In a sense, that verse not only sums up the reason Jesus 
was able to endure the agony and shame of the Cross — it 
also reveals the source of our victory and our joy even in 
times of trial —  as Paul said — “… looking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of our Faith, who for the joy that was 
set before Him ENDURED THE CROSS, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.” Hebrews 12:2 

If we determine to do likewise — keep looking unto Jesus — 
we too shall endure or persevere by His Grace and come 
through the other end of our disappointment with JOY!


FIVE — DAVID’S SOURCE OF  
ENCOURAGEMENT   

Now we come to one of my favourite scriptures concerning 
this topic of overcoming distress and disappointment which 
we find in the life of David who is the only man in the entire 
Bible said to have a “heart after God!”  1 Samuel 13:14 

We pick the story up where the Amalekites had invaded the 
South and “…attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire…
and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been 
taken captive.…and David and the people who were with 
him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no 
more power to weep.” 1 Samuel 30:2-5 

As is so indicative of human nature and people who always 
need a scapegoat to blame for their problems, David’s own 
people blamed him and wanted to kill him. Listen to this 
scripture:


“Now David was greatly distressed (in dire straits, 
besieged, in deep distress and surely disappointed) for the 
people spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the 
people was grieved, every man for his sons and his 
daughters” — David was in a truly tough spot — he was
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facing rebellion, insurrection and even murder — and then 
David pulls out his secret weapon — his source of personal 
consolation and victory which is just as effective for all true 
believers today as it was for this shepherd boy giant slayer 
3000 years ago — “But David ENCOURAGED HIMSELF in 
the Lord his God.” 1 Samuel 30:6


That is why David is my favourite example of all — he 
presents us with a dynamic key to how we too can 
overcome virtually any and every disappointment we ever 
encounter in this life — he “…ENCOURAGED HIMSELF in 
the LORD!”


Some translations say “the Lord encouraged David” — or 
“the Lord strengthened David”  — or “David found strength 
in the Lord” — but the KJV as well as several other early 
translations clearly say “…David encouraged HIMSELF in 
the Lord” — which I believe to be the most accurate — as 
it is only when we remember the goodness of the Lord and 
encourage ourselves in the Lord and His infallible promises 
that we put ourselves into position to receive the 
encouragement and strength of God — it does not occur 
automatically!


Sometimes there is simply no other solution — the 
disappointment is too heavy — the distress or setback too 
great — no amount of secular counselling, positive thinking 
or propped up optimism can assuage or lift the pain — 
there is only one source that can help and David shows us 
the route to victory even in the most bitter of 
disappointments — to encourage oneself in the Lord! 


WHY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT — because no one else 
can do this for you — your joy, your victory, your state of 
mind is not contingent on others — only on Jesus — if our 
hope is set on this world system it will always fail in one 
way or another and we will simply go from one 
disappointment to the next — but Jesus will never fail us — 
and He is the One who said, “I WILL NEVER LEAVE YOU 
NOR FORSAKE YOU!”  Hebrews 13:5


Either way, I have always loved this verse — and any time I 
face a moment of discouragement or great disappointment 
I TURN TO THE LORD and I do so with confidence — as 
the Apostle Paul stated, “Being confident of this very 
thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6  
So let us learn to master this simple secret of David — and 
ENCOURAGE OURSELVES IN THE LORD! 


SIX — GOD IS OUR SOURCE  
As already stated, disappointment is a frequent occurrence 
even in the Bible — and there are multitudes of people in 
scripture including many whose names are included in the 
Hebrew Hall of Faith who faced distress, dismay and 
disappointments far greater than we have ever encountered 
— but they all persevered and overcame just as Moses did 
— who “…endured (persevered, overcame) as SEEING 
HIM who is Invisible!” Hebrews 11:27 

Thus, our primary key to victory in every arena of life 
is to keep our eyes upon Jesus — seeing Him who is 
invisible — like Daniel did in the lion’s den — like the 
three Hebrew children did in the fiery furnace — for if 
we put our hope in man we will almost always end 
up disappointed for man is not our source nor could 
he ever be — God is — and God has filled His Book 
with more than enough powerful promises to 
overcome disappointment and every other vile thing 
the enemy throws at us — even when it comes to 
meeting our material needs in this world! 


Nevertheless, one of the greatest disappointments to 
many of God’s people is ‘LACK” — as evidenced by 
the most common prayer requests I receive in 
meetings or by mail which is for financial 
breakthrough — as it seems most Christians simply 
have too much month left at the end of their pay 
check — and while this may seem like “small 
potatoes” compared to those who are sacrificing their 
lives for their faith — we all still need some potatoes 
to survive — and when the potatoes run out it can be 
very disappointing! 


That is why I have so appreciated this dynamite verse 
penned by David ever since I first read it as a baby 
Christian — “I have been young, and now am old; 
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his 
seed begging bread.” Psalm 37:25 

I have found that promise to be so true as I have 
never gone hungry or without a place to lay my head 
— but I can well identify with financial struggles 
especially when it comes to raising enough funds for 
our missions outreach programs to the nations — and 
ever since I recently started receiving automatic daily 
donation reports from my new website program and 
watched a big “0” pop up almost every day except for 
the odd better day — I must admit it has been a tad 
disappointing to see such little response.


As such, I continually need to remind myself that the 
Lord is my source — not man — and that He has 
unequivocally promised to “…supply all my needs
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needs according to His riches in glory” Philippians 
4:19 — just as He has promised to do for you — and 
with that simple promise I roll my concerns and needs 
over onto the Lord — and somehow, some way, God 
always meets the need! 

I believe one of the root causes of disappointment in 
this material arena is that many Christians read their 
Bibles but never truly believe the words — remember, it 
was Jesus Himself who said, “DO NOT WORRY about 
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor 
about your body, what you will put on” — which 
encompasses all the menial yet very necessary 
elements of our existence in this world — and the same 
God who went on to say He feeds the birds and clothes 
the lilies then asked, “Which of you by worrying can 
add one cubit to his stature?” Matthew 6:27 

And with that little question the Lord reveals yet another 
of the primary sources of disappointment — WORRY— 
especially when He told us not to worry about any such 
things but to simply trust Him!  


And then Jesus inserted 
o n e o f t h e m o s t 
power fu l pr inc ip les 
re g a rd i n g m a t e r i a l 
needs in the entirety of 
His Word — “SEEK 
FIRST the Kingdom of 
God and all these 
things will be added 
unto you!” Matthew 
6:25-34 Now that is not 
only a great promise but 
a clear roadmap to true 
success — and it starts 
w i th put t ing God’s 
Kingdom first! 


After all, should not the 
Lord have first place in 
our lives — for it is God 
alone who can make 
“…all grace abound 
towards us… and can 
multiply our seed sown” — so we can have “…all 
sufficiency in all things” and that there be abundance 
for the work of God.


So if you ever catch yourself falling into the trap of 
becoming jealous of the rich — especially those who 
revel in their plenty but only to “…heap it upon their own 
lusts” — just remember their riches will perish right 
along with them if they don’t repent! You don’t ever 
want to be in that group — for you already have 
something far more precious than earthly riches — you 
have Jesus and eternity and faith — which is why the 
Bible states, “Better is little with the fear of the LORD 
than great treasure with trouble!” Proverbs 15:16  

Not that it is in any way wrong or ungodly to have lots of 
money — Lord knows, God’s Kingdom could certainly 
use many more rich Christians with big evangelistic hearts 
— imagine how quickly the Gospel could be spread — 
but the problem is not that rich people have money — but 
rather that money usually has them! 


And while the greatly over-emphasized modern day 
teachings on “financial prosperity” as a “sign of one’s 
super spirituality” or God’s special favour may have 
helped some climb out of poverty — it has also been the 
direct cause of much disappointment for a much larger 
spectrum of Christians who still lack and have material 
need — so at the expense of making some “hyper-faith” 
people mad — let’s set the record straight from a biblical 
perspective!  

This may not be one of the most popular scriptures 
amongst ultra-rich prosperity teachers — but I am sure 
Practical James wrote the fol lowing words of 
encouragement special for those who may not be as 
privileged, high-heeled or affluent as the nouveau-riche  

— “ H e a r k e n , m y 
beloved brethren, Has 
not God CHOSEN THE 
POOR of this world 
RICH IN FAITH, and 
heirs of the kingdom 
which he has promised 
to them that love him?”  
James 2:5 

The implication of this 
unpopular scripture is 
clear — the majority of 
the rich trust in their 
money — almost as if 
they did not need God — 
w h i l e t h e P O O R 
( p r o v i d i n g t h e y a r e 
saved) put their TRUST 
IN GOD which will be far 
more rewarding for all of 
eternity! 

Now couple that biblical 
truth with this dynamite 

verse by Peter — “That the trial of your FAITH, being 
much MORE PRECIOUS THAN OF GOLD that 
perishes, though it be tried with fire, might be found 
unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ.”  1 Peter 1:7 

So, from a truly scriptural perspective — as nice as riches 
are — and as much as we would all like to have more of 
them — if I had to choose between the RICHES of this 
world or the FAITH God has instilled in my heart and what 
I’ve learned that faith can accomplish — I would choose 
faith over worldly riches every day of the week! 

And I can guarantee you through these and a myriad of 

Len & Brandon — a great team                                                                   
ready to rock and roll for Jesus



other scriptures that if you begin to meditate upon and 
practice these balanced biblical truths concerning 
financial prosperity it will immediately begin to alleviate 
a lot of the fretting and disappointments God’s people 
needlessly suffer when it comes to having their needs 
met — and we will prayerfully begin to use our faith to 
truly seek first the Kingdom of God — which will 
ultimately lead to all these other things being added! 

SEVEN — BETTER DAYS AHEAD  

Now to wrap this little article up — I am writing this just 
before Christmas — and some would surely ask, what 
kind of Christmas message is this — but let’s not forget 
that Christmas can be the loneliest most disappointing 
time of year for a lot of people — and they of all people  
along with the rest of us — need to know there is a sure 
and effective way to move out of disappointment and 
into true peace of mind which is ours to freely accept!


After all, isn’t that what the Christmas Angels sang — 
“Peace on earth — goodwill towards man” — and no 
one can give peace like Jesus! 


So let us leave 
disappointment 
behind — maybe 
2 0 1 9 w a s a 
good year for 
you — or maybe 
it was a bummer 
of a year — but 
a New Year is 
about to start — 
and regardless 
w h a t d a y o r 
s e a s o n i t i s , 
there is always a 
n e w s t a r t 
available — no 
o n e h a s t o 
continue living in 
defeat — better 
things lie ahead 
— better things 
for you and for 
me and for the 
ministry! 


That is why I 
have shaken off at 
least most of my disappointment from this rained out 
campaign — for I know the freak rains were a direct 
attack from the enemy who would do his utmost to try 
to stop me — because he understands even better than 
I do what is about to happen and the devastating losses 
he and his demonic cohorts are about to suffer in 2020 
— for our God is far bigger than the enemy of our souls 
and victory is clearly ours — so just as Reinhard Bonnke 
did during his times of setback — let us all determine to 
go on to bigger and better things in and for the 
Kingdom of God!


So my friend, how do we deal with disappointment — 
back to our giant-slaying fr iend David — he 
“ENCOURAGED HIMSELF IN THE LORD” — and then 
he led his men in pursuit of the Amalekites and 
recaptured everything including a lot of extra spoils — 
and God will do the same for you and me!


And while we are encouraging ourselves in the Lord, let 
us not forget this wonderful promise which virtually 
parallels the words spoken by David at Ziklag — 
“DELIGHT YOURSELF IN THE LORD and HE WILL 
GIVE YOU THE DESIRES OF YOUR HEART!” Psalm 
37:4   

That one promise alone is surely enough to drive away all 
discouragement — for it promises to cover everything 
your heart desires!


Now one last thought in closing — if you let 
disappointment get the best of you it will almost always 
lead to depression — and some of you may already be in 
that state — but if you take the word “depression” and 
switch the letters around you can spell out — “I 
PRESSED ON.” 


And that is the 
only sure cure 
f o r 
disappointment 
— press on — 
never give up 
— keep going 
— stick close 
t o J e s u s — 
s e i z e e v e r y 
g o o d 
opportunity — 
and encourage 
yourself in the 
Lord — for He 
will surely bring 
you th rough 
and lift you up 
higher than you 
h a v e e v e r 
been!


Victory is yours 
— your time of 
breakthrough 

has come — and 
the sun will shine a little brighter  upon your life — now 
do like the Apostle Paul said — “…PRESS ON towards 
the prize” of the high and holy calling of God on your 
life!  


YOU ARE A WINNER!  God bless and may you have a 
wonderful Merry Christmas and a blessed New year— 
filled with the love, joy and power of Christ and a fresh 
anointing of God’s Spirit to power you forward to victory 
— and I pray no more disappointments or sorrow! 


A pretty small altar call compared to the masses that were expected   
and would have surely been except for the daily torrential deluges —   
but I ENCOURAGED MYSELF by remembering that each and every     

soul reached was worth more than all the world —                                     
GOD’S EVALUATION SYSTEM according to Matthew 16:26



RAIN OR SHINE — MUD OR BLOOD  
Preach the Gospel with all your heart at all times 

and leave the results with God — He is the     
only One who can bring the Increase —                  

AFTER ALL THAT IS HIS BUSINESS! 

NO MORE DISAPPOINTMENTS  
Devil — you can’t stop us in Jesus Name!!!

World Harvest Outreach Ministries Inc
32509 Verdon Way, Abbotsford BC

Canada V2T 7Y3

1-250-300-8082
info@lenlindstromglobal.com 

www.lenlindstromglobal.com

ALWAYS 
VICTORIOUS 

‘IN CHRIST’

Dear Friend & Partner in the Harvest,  

As the battle for souls intensifies and the 
anointing increases — we know we are 
entering a new phase in the Kingdom of 
God and the return of Christ draws closer!  
Many new great and effectual doors have 
opened to this ministry around the world 
plus here in Canada and by God’s Grace   
and your help we will go through them! 

The devil tried to give us a blow and make 
us shrink back from the challenge but he 
has only succeeded in making us more 
determined than ever to reach the lost and 
plunder hell in this coming year!  

If you would like to stand with us to reach 
souls for Jesus please consider a year-end 
gift to this ministry!  And no more 
disappointments for you, me or the ministry!  

You may donate by the following means: 
1) Write a check to World Harvest 
2) E-transfer and text details to 

1-250-300-8082  
3) Credit Card by clicking on this secure 

link www.lenlindstromglobal.com/give 

Thank you and NOW BE BLESSED & 
KNOW YOU ARE LOVED!  

Your Canadian Evangelist for Souls, 

Len Lindstrom
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